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CHAPTB~( III

ORGANI~ATIOIJ OF 'IE:::!:DEPARTllIENTS

Article '54
The Departments

For implementing the procedures laid down in this Con-
vention, tne 3uropean Patent Office shall comprise

(a) Examining Sections and Divisionsi
(b) - deleted -
(c) - deleted -
(d) Boards of Appeal
(e) - deleted -
(f) an Enlarged Board of Appeal
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Article )5

Examining Sections

(1) ~ithcrut prejudice to any fu~ther special responsibilities
entrusted t8 i~ pursuant to the provisions of this Convention~
an Examining 3ectio:.'".Lshall ..be responsible for the examination
of each application for a European Patent up to the time of
receipt by the European Patent Office of both a request for
examination-UL~der Article 88 and a report on the state of the
art.

-(2) Each Examining Section shall consist of a single
tecrulical eXfu~iner.

(3) - deleted -

(4) - deleted -



Article 56

~y.~~ining Jivisions

(1) An Ex~~ining ~ivision shall be responsible for the
exrunination of a European patent application from the time
when ~~ Exa~ining Section ceases to be. responsible lUlder
Article

(2) An Examining Division shall consist of three
technical examiners. Nevertheless) the proceedings prior to
a final decision will~ as a general rule~ be entrusted to one
member of the Division. If the nature of the decision so
necessitatess the Division shall be enlarged by the addition
of a legally qualified examiner; in the event of parity of
votesy the vote of the Chairman of the Division shall be
decisive .

. Note:
The Working Party is of the opinion that it is
necessary to provide in the final text for a simplified
procedure of amendment to '~~tArticles 55 and 56 in
the light of experience.
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.',rticle57 ...

Patent ~dTIinistr~tion Jivisions

- 1eleted.
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_o~rticle58
30ards of .o_ppe2_1

(1) The Boards of ~ppeal sh211 be responsible for decisions
on ° appeal from the decisions of the ° Examinin(S ~3ections and
Exa~ining Divisions.

(2) ~!.ihenit is required to 6ive e.decision on appeal from
a decisio~ of an Examining Division consisting of £our Dembers
as provided for in Lrticle 56, paragraph 2, or li/henit considers
that the nature of its decision so necessitates, a Board of Lppeal
shall consist of three technically qu~lified members and two
legally qualified members. In other cases the B08.rd of Lppeal
shall consist of three legally CiuFilifiedme!!lbers,except for
appeals against decisions concerning the refusal or the division
~f an application for a Europea~ p~tent or the grant of a
European patent. In these cases the BO:lrd oft.ppeal shall consist
of two technically qu~lified me~bers 3nd one legally qualified
member, assisted by a technically qualified wember who shall act
as rapporteur but shall not take ~~rt in the decision.

(3) incorporated in the ne'.7.rticle 58 b, paragraph 2 -

(4) - incorporated in the new Lrticle 58 b, paragraph 3 -

BS/GT 1/14


	00000001
	00000002
	00000003
	00000004
	00000005
	00000006
	00000007

